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INTRODUCTION 
In recent years, artificial intelligence (AI) technologies 

have witnessed rapid and continuous development, 
particularly achieving groundbreaking progress in fields 
such as deep learning, image recognition, and natural 
language processing. These advancements have 

brought unprecedented innovation to the field of image 
generation, significantly increasing AI's participation in 
artistic creation. From early applications in basic style 
transfer to current capabilities in generating highly aes-
thetic works based on textual prompts or visual refer-
ences, AI image generation platforms are gradually be-
coming essential tools in contemporary visual practice. 
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This study investigates the capabilities and limitations of artificial intelligence 
(AI) image generation platforms in simulating the stylistic features of tradi-
tional Chinese Gongbi painting. Focusing on four widely used platforms—
leonardo.ai, Doubao, ChatGPT, and Artbreeder—the research conducts a 
comparative analysis across two key modalities: text-to-image and image-to-
image generation. Using parameters such as composition, line quality, color 
treatment, and style fidelity, the study evaluates each platform’s performance 
in reproducing the refined aesthetics of Gongbi painting. The classic Chinese 
art theory Six Principles of Xie He is employed as a critical framework, as-
sessing the AI-generated images through six dimensions: spirit resonance 
(qiyun), structural brushwork (gufa), formal likeness, color application, com-
positional arrangement, and stylistic imitation. Findings reveal that while AI 
systems demonstrate competence in replicating visual structures and color 
harmonies—making them suitable for preliminary sketching and stylistic ex-
ploration—they struggle with the nuanced expression of brush rhythm, cul-
tural semantics, and artistic intentionality that define traditional Chinese 
painting. The study concludes that although current AI platforms cannot re-
place human artists as primary creative agents, they serve as valuable tools 
for inspiration, stylistic experimentation, and augmenting traditional work-
flows. This research thus contributes to a deeper understanding of how AI 
can interact with and extend the practices of classical art in the contemporary 
technological context. 
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Notably, in the area of stylistic simulation, AI is now ca-
pable of approximating classical Western styles such as 
Impressionism and Surrealism, and has also begun to 
engage with Eastern traditional painting styles that are 
deeply rooted in regional culture and specialized tech-
niques—an emerging trend that has drawn increasing 
attention from both scholars and artists. 

Among these, Chinese Gongbi painting stands as one 
of the most representative forms within the traditional 
Chinese painting system, with a long historical lineage 
and a highly rigorous technical framework. Since its 
maturation during the Tang Dynasty, Gongbi painting 
has been characterized by meticulously refined line 
work, multi-layered coloring techniques, and carefully 
structured compositions that emphasize symmetry and 
spatial rhythm. Unlike the expressive and interpretive 
qualities of Xieyi (freehand) painting, Gongbi demands 
both precise figurative representation and harmonious 
integration of brushwork, color, and compositional en-
ergy. It values the unity of form and spirit, requiring from 
the artist a high level of aesthetic judgment, observa-
tional acuity, and technical mastery. These qualities 
also present significant challenges for AI systems at-
tempting to emulate this style. 

At present, numerous AI image generation platforms 
have emerged, including DALL·E, Midjourney, Stable 
Diffusion, Leonardo.ai, Doubao (ByteDance), and Art-
breeder, each employing distinct algorithmic architec-
tures and generative models. However, they share a 
common goal: to convert abstract natural language de-
scriptions into concrete visual imagery through deep 
generative models. Increasingly, these platforms 
demonstrate enhanced capabilities in text-image align-
ment and stylistic control, making them adept at repro-
ducing specific visual styles and contextual content with 
notable vividness. Nevertheless, when faced with a 
highly stylized and culturally embedded art form like 
Gongbi painting, it remains unclear whether AI can 
transcend the limitations of semantic interpretation to 
accurately replicate technical nuances, reconstruct spa-
tial logic, and convey the ink-based aesthetic spirit cen-
tral to Chinese traditional art. 

This study originates from a critical inquiry into this 
very issue, centering on the stylistic simulation of 
Gongbi painting through empirical testing and compara-
tive analysis across multiple mainstream AI image gen-
eration platforms. Specifically, the research focuses on 
Leonardo.ai, Doubao, ChatGPT, and Artbreeder, evalu-
ating their generative performance along two method-
ological axes: text-to-image (T2I) and image-to-image 
(I2I). The analysis emphasizes key evaluative criteria 
including compositional layout, brushstroke texture, 
color handling, and stylistic coherence. 

Methodologically, the study involves the use of stan-
dardized prompts and visual references to examine 
each platform’s semantic comprehension of “Gongbi 
painting” and its strategic approach to image genera-
tion. Furthermore, a selection of the author’s own 

Gongbi-style artworks serves as comparative material 
to assess each platform’s ability to preserve details and 
transfer stylistic attributes in I2I scenarios. To strength-
en the cultural and theoretical foundation of the analy-
sis, the study also incorporates the “Six Principles of 
Chinese Painting” (Xie He’s Six Laws) as an aesthetic 
evaluation framework. This traditional art theory, formu-
lated in the 6th century, allows for a nuanced examina-
tion of AI-generated images through the lenses of vitali-
ty (qi yun), brushwork (gufa), formal structure (ying wu 
xiang xing), coloration (sui lei fu cai), composition (jing 
ying wei zhi), and imitation (chuan yi mo xie), thereby 
enriching both the analytical rigor and cultural depth of 
the study. 

The ultimate aim of this research is not to reject the 
value of AI in artistic production, but rather to use the 
highly codified paradigm of Gongbi painting as a lens to 
assess the boundaries and potentials of AI-generated 
imagery when confronted with intricate, codified, and 
culturally significant visual languages. On one hand, the 
findings of this research help identify current limitations 
and challenges in AI’s capacity for stylistic reproduction 
and artistic simulation. On the other hand, they also 
provide theoretical and practical insights for developing 
future frameworks of “human-machine co-creation” in 
the arts. Through this exploration, the study seeks to 
expand the dialogue between traditional art and con-
temporary technology, ultimately contributing to the 
emergence of new pathways for art generation in the 
age of algorithmic intervention. 

PLATFORM TYPOLOGIES AND 
EXPERIMENTAL PATHWAYS 

The current landscape of AI-driven image generation 
is marked by increasing platform diversification and re-
fined functional specialization. Different platforms exhib-
it distinct characteristics in terms of algorithmic architec-
ture, training data sources, interaction models, and styl-
istic tendencies, contributing to a complex and evolving 
ecosystem of tools. In order to ensure the representa-
tiveness and generalizability of this study, four widely 
used and influential platforms—Leonardo.ai, Doubao 
(ByteDance), ChatGPT, and Artbreeder—were selected 
as comparative samples. These platforms were chosen 
based on four criteria: image generation quality, stylistic 
control capability, linguistic adaptability, and user oper-
ability. The core objective of this section is to systemati-
cally evaluate each platform’s ability to simulate the 
stylistic features of Chinese Gongbi painting. 

As shown in Table 1, the four selected platforms ex-
hibit clear distinctions in terms of functional priorities 
and operational logic, making them representative of 
two primary technological pathways: text-driven genera-
tion and image-driven generation. Leonardo.ai and 
ChatGPT, with their dual capabilities, demonstrate 
strong adaptability to both text and image inputs. 
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Doubao stands out for its advanced understanding of 
Chinese semantic structures, while Artbreeder empha-
sizes image fusion through genetic algorithms, support-
ing gradual style evolution rather than precise semantic 
matching. 

In the text-to-image generation experiment, the study 
focuses on critical dimensions such as prompt compre-
hension, compositional execution, stylistic alignment, 
and color rendering accuracy. This pathway provides an 
insight into AI's "creative" capabilities, wherein the sys-
tem generates an image based directly on user-provid-
ed language prompts. Given the abstract and highly 
compressed nature of textual input, a platform's ability 
to accurately interpret and reconstruct Gongbi-related 
terminology and aesthetic intent becomes a core metric 
of its stylistic simulation capacity. 

This study positions the four platforms within the two 
dimensions of text-to-image and image-to-image gen-
eration. Leonardo.ai, Doubao, and ChatGPT are exam-
ined primarily in the text-to-image pathway, focusing on 
their performance in linguistic interpretation, composi-
tional arrangement, and stylistic fidelity. ChatGPT and 
Artbreeder are tested within the image-to-image frame-
work, with attention paid to style transfer, detail preser-
vation, and chromatic consistency. 

By conducting a cross-pathway comparative analysis, 
this paper aims to reveal the platforms' adaptability and 
underlying mechanisms when confronted with the stylis-
tic demands of Gongbi painting. This approach provides 
a technical and conceptual foundation for subsequent 
sections addressing semantic prompting and stylistic 
migration. Additionally, it offers actionable insights for 
artists seeking effective AI tools, enabling more efficient 
integration of AI into traditional artistic workflows. 

SEMANTIC-DRIVEN VISUAL 
GENERATION: PROMPT ANALYSIS AND 
STRATEGY 

In AI-based image generation systems, textual 
prompts function as the primary gateway to visual cre-
ation. This is especially critical in the simulation of high-
ly codified and aesthetically rich traditional styles like 

Chinese Gongbi painting, where prompts serve not only 
to define content and composition but also to convey 
stylistic cues and activate cultural semantics. Therefore, 
the construction of informative and culturally coherent 
prompts is essential to facilitating the platform's ability 
to replicate a specific visual language. 

This section introduces a set of manually designed 
semantic prompts aligned with the conceptual sketch 
illustrated in Figure 1. These prompts are tested across 
Leonardo.ai, Doubao, and ChatGPT to compare how 
each platform processes Gongbi-related semantics and 
responds in terms of stylistic fidelity. 

Table 1 | Fundamental attributes and functional classifications of the selected platforms

Platform Type Image/Text Generation Capabilities

Leonardo.ai Image Generation Platform Supports both Image-to-Image and Text-to-
Image generation

Doubao (ByteDance) Chinese-language Intelligent Platform Supports Text-to-Image (limited Image-to-Image 
capabilities)

Chat GPT Multimodal AI System Supports both Image-to-Image and Text-to-
Image generation

Artbreeder Image Blending Platform Does not support text prompts; only Image-to-
Image mixing

Figure 1 | Author’s original Gongbi painting.
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Prompt Structure and Semantic Framework 
The hypothetical artwork shown in Figure 1 is defined 

as follows: 
This is a traditional Chinese Gongbi floral painting 

with a pale beige background. The composition is gen-
tle and serene, characterized by soft lines and refined 
coloration. Broad blank spaces are left in the upper left 
third and lower right area of the canvas, forming a nat-
ural fan-shaped negative space to highlight the rhythm 
of vine growth and spatial density contrast. The main 
subject features two clusters of Campsis flowers. The 
primary cluster, in red-orange tones, is located at the 
upper right intersection of the nine-grid composition, 
with slightly faded edges. The secondary cluster, in 
lighter tones, is situated at the lower left intersection. 
Three symmetrical feather-like leaf groups are posi-
tioned above, surrounding the main flower. Another leaf 
group appears behind the secondary cluster, connected 
by fine stems and small leaves to create a layered ef-
fect. Overall, the composition exemplifies the ethereal 
beauty and natural structure typical of Gongbi painting. 

The prompt follows a three-tier structure: 1) primary 
compositional elements; 2) stylistic emphasis; 3) spatial 
rhythm and color guidance. This approach attempts to 
communicate key aspects of Gongbi practice, such as 
layout logic, visual hierarchy, coloring techniques, and 
the concept of intentional negative space, to the AI plat-
form. 

Leonardo.Ai: the "Illustrative" Deviation in 
Semantic Interpretation 

Leonardo.ai, primarily trained on English-language 
data, exhibits certain limitations in prompt comprehen-
sion due to cultural and semantic gaps. Initial tests with 
prompts such as "Chinese Gongbi painting of flowers 
with elegant composition and fine lines..." produce im-
ages with discernible botanical layering, yet the overall 
style leans heavily toward digital illustration. The out-
puts display high color saturation and stark contrast, 
aligning more with concept art aesthetics than tradition-
al painting. 

This "illustrative" bias stems from the platform's misin-
terpretation of the term "Gongbi." Although "Gongbi" is 
increasingly recognized in global art discourse (Chen, 
2022), Leonardo.ai often reduces it to a proxy for "deli-
cate" or "floral illustration" in the absence of contextual 
cues. This undermines the painting's traditional stylistic 
features, such as linear precision, subdued trans-
parency, and tranquil composition. 

To address this issue, the prompt was revised to 
"Meticulous-style Chinese painting," explicitly detailing 
technical features rather than relying on ambiguous 
phonetic transcription. This modification led to some 
improvement in coloration, with occasional ink-wash-
like gradients. However, the images retained a highly 
stylized digital texture, lacking the paper-air and ink-
spirit qualities of hand-painted works. This highlights a 

broader issue of "cultural semantic rupture," where 
even syntactically sound prompts yield approximate 
visual equivalents when training data lacks sufficient 
cultural specificity. 

Doubao: Semantic Precision and Structural 
Limitations in a Chinese Platform 

In contrast, Doubao—trained primarily in Chinese—
demonstrates superior comprehension of traditional art 
terminology. Upon receiving the same Chinese prompt, 
it successfully reproduces key compositional and chro-
matic elements such as vine movement, feathered fo-
liage, and beige backgrounds. This suggests strong 
proficiency in parsing descriptive structures related to 
spatial orientation and color coordination. 

Doubao's outputs resemble the "Mogu" style of Chi-
nese painting, wherein linework is minimized and 
shapes are formed through layered shading. This aes-
thetic aligns well with neural networks' preference for 
blurred forms, and the results show decent atmospheric 
coherence. Particularly, Doubao exhibits superior han-
dling of tonal harmony and spatial fusion, closely ap-
proximating the visual ethos of Gongbi painting. 

However, Doubao currently lacks multi-turn interac-
tion capability, meaning users cannot iteratively refine 
prompts to direct the generation process. Each image is 
treated as an isolated operation, limiting creative flexi-
bility. This "single-turn decision model" poses a bottle-
neck in complex creative workflows that rely on iterative 
adjustment, thus constraining its application in ad-
vanced art generation scenarios. 

ChatGPT: Potential in Multi-Turn Interaction and the 
Paradox of Semantic Decay 

Unlike the above platforms, ChatGPT enables dynam-
ic multi-turn interactions, maintaining user intent across 
multiple prompt iterations. For instance, after an initial 
prompt, users can follow up with refinements such as 
"enhance the curvature of the vines," "adjust back-
ground to a softer beige," or "increase leaf symmetry." 
ChatGPT accommodates these adjustments based on 
prior outputs, enhancing both control and stylistic gran-
ularity. 

This cooperative capability allows for a more dialogic 
creative process, wherein users and system engage in 
iterative negotiation. However, a key drawback 
emerges in the form of "semantic decay": the platform's 
response to early prompts weakens over time, with 
newer instructions potentially overriding prior directives. 
This is especially problematic in intricate compositions 
or when balancing multiple stylistic objectives. It reveals 
that while the model possesses memory structures, its 
output prioritization still leans on prompt recency rather 
than conceptual importance. 
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Summary: Prompt Design Strategies and Platform-
Specific Optimization 

In summary, text-based image generation relies heav-
ily on prompts as both technical inputs and semantic 
bridges. Each platform showcases distinct strengths 
and weaknesses: Leonardo.ai excels in fine detailing 
but struggles with cultural alignment; Doubao offers 
robust semantic parsing in Chinese but lacks iterative 
logic; ChatGPT supports interactive refinement but re-
quires improvements in semantic consistency. 

Effective prompt design must therefore be tailored to 
platform-specific traits. For Leonardo.ai, a segmented 
keyword structure (e.g., "delicate vines, symmetrical 
leaves, pale yellow background") proves useful. 
Doubao responds best to poetic and impressionistic 
phrasing (e.g., "藤蔓交织，空灵留白"). ChatGPT bene-
fits from layered prompts combining initial layout, stylis-
tic guidance, and iterative commands. 

Future integration of AI and traditional art will hinge on 
more sophisticated language understanding systems 
capable of modeling not only vocabulary but also con-
text, emotion, and cultural depth. 

IMAGE REGENERATION AND STYLISTIC 
MIGRATION 

With advancements in image-to-image transforma-
tion, AI's capacity to deconstruct and reconstruct visual 
features based on image inputs has become an impor-
tant benchmark for stylistic learning. This mode allows 
users to bypass the ambiguities of text prompts, provid-
ing more precise control over visual output. To evaluate 
this, the study introduces original Gongbi paintings into 
two platforms—ChatGPT and Artbreeder—to examine 
how each processes, retains, or reinterprets traditional 
stylistic elements across the Six Principles. 

Theoretical Foundation: Xie He's Six Principles as 
Evaluation Criteria 

Xie He's Six Principles—proposed during the South-
ern Qi Dynasty—constitute the earliest known theoreti-
cal framework for Chinese painting, encompassing the 
following dimensions: spirit resonance (氣韻生動), 
structural use of line (骨法用筆), formal likeness (應物象
形), color application (隨類賦彩), compositional design 
(經營位置), and stylistic transmission (傳移模寫) (Xie 
He, ca. 6th century / 1962). These principles not only 
established the foundational standards for evaluating 
classical Chinese painting, but also embody the disci-
pline’s core artistic pursuits—including formal language, 
aesthetic ideals, and technical spirit. 

In this study, Xie He's framework serves as the theo-
retical basis for evaluating the aesthetic performance of 
AI-generated Gongbi-style images. Each principle is 
mapped onto a corresponding evaluative dimension—

spirit, linework, form, color, composition, and imitation—
reflecting the essential characteristics of Gongbi paint-
ing. 

Traditionally, stylistic transmission (傳移模寫) referred 
to the practice of copying and studying canonical art-
works, emphasizing the inheritance of technique, style, 
and spiritual essence. However, since the reference 
images used in this research are original Gongbi paint-
ings created by the author, this principle is reconceptu-
alized as stylistic simulation—that is, the AI’s ability to 
reproduce and transform the visual attributes of the in-
put images. 

This methodological adjustment honors the internal 
value system of Chinese painting while establishing a 
culturally grounded framework for assessing AI-gener-
ated imagery. It enables the systematic analysis of how 
AI replicates or deviates from traditional aesthetics, re-
vealing the creative potential and expressive gaps in 
technical simulation. 

By using this model, the study facilitates a shift from 
purely technical replication toward aesthetic judgment, 
transforming traditional subjective standards into analyt-
ical dimensions applicable to AI-generated visual art. 

ChatGPT Img2Img Analysis: Strength in Structure, 
Weakness in Nuance 

When provided with original Gongbi reference im-
ages, ChatGPT generates images that show relative 
structural clarity and compositional integrity. The botan-
ical forms—such as vines and leaves—are generally 
accurate in shape and positioning, reflecting strong im-
age recognition and spatial mapping capabilities. 

However, limitations emerge in the areas of spirit res-
onance and linework. The visual atmosphere often feels 
flat, lacking the poetic elegance and spiritual rhythm 
intrinsic to Gongbi painting. Line treatment tends to rely 
on pixel blending rather than deliberate brush-like artic-
ulation. As a result, the outputs fall short in replicating 
the nuanced control of brush pressure, rhythm, and 
tonal modulation characteristic of traditional hand-
drawn techniques. 

Color rendering also reveals a tendency toward sim-
plification. Although base tones are retained, layering 
effects—such as the fine glazing techniques used in 
Gongbi—are underdeveloped, resulting in either over-
blended areas or uniform color patches. This indicates 
that while ChatGPT is capable of replicating structure, it 
struggles with expressive detailing and tonal complexity. 

Artbreeder Img2Img Analysis: Success in 
Atmosphere, Shortcomings in Form 

Artbreeder, by contrast, emphasizes genetic blending 
of images, enabling it to excel in stylistic migration. 
When input with images sharing tonal unity, the platform 
produces visually coherent results with preserved at-
mosphere and stylistic consistency. The platform is par-
ticularly effective in translating the ethereal quality of 
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Gongbi through soft transitions, diffused light, and deli-
cate color gradients. 

In terms of spirit resonance and color rendering, Art-
breeder often achieves a painterly softness and tonal 
luminosity akin to Gongbi’s aesthetic. Background tran-
sitions are smooth, and the ambient tone aligns well 
with traditional Chinese concepts of balanced empti-
ness and poetic subtlety. 

However, Artbreeder’s performance in shape accura-
cy and linework is less consistent. Structural deformi-
ties—such as distorted leaves or misaligned petal 
arrangements—frequently occur. Fine details, especial-
ly in vines and stamens, are often simplified or blurred. 
The system favors soft diffusion over precise contour-
ing, making it less suitable for works requiring formal 
fidelity. 

Compositional balance is another mixed area. While 
Artbreeder maintains a general sense of layout, it lacks 
fine-tuned control over focal points and negative space 
management. The outputs tend to be densely packed, 
violating Gongbi’s emphasis on compositional breathing 
room and spatial poetics. 

Style Fusion Experiments: Comparative Results 
To further test the platforms' capacity for stylistic syn-

thesis, a batch of three author-created Gongbi works 
with unified color palettes was input into both platforms. 
The results diverged in significant ways: ChatGPT’s 
outputs remained stable in tone but showed limited styl-
istic variation, indicating weak responsiveness to input 
diversity. In contrast, Artbreeder displayed greater flexi-
bility, adjusting hue, rhythm, and atmospheric tone in 
accordance with the reference set. This demonstrates 
Artbreeder’s superior aptitude for stylistic adaptation. 

In terms of stylistic transmission (傳移模寫), Art-
breeder outperforms ChatGPT by more effectively ab-
sorbing and reconfiguring aesthetic features. However, 
neither platform demonstrates adequate proficiency in 
brushwork simulation (骨法用筆) or compositional ca-
dence (經營位置), both of which are foundational to 
Gongbi artistry. 

Summary: Artistic Potential and Technical 
Constraints of Img2Img Generation 

In summary, ChatGPT and Artbreeder each present 
unique strengths and limitations within the Img2Img 
domain. ChatGPT is better at structural reconstruction, 
making it suitable for representational image regenera-
tion. Artbreeder is more adept at atmosphere and stylis-
tic blending, offering promise for poetic or impressionis-
tic visual outputs. 

Yet both platforms fall short in replicating the calli-
graphic rhythm, nuanced detailing, and compositional 
logic required for high-fidelity Gongbi simulation. The 
core challenge lies in the AI’s inability to internalize non-
quantifiable elements such as brush energy, spatial in-

tentionality, and aesthetic philosophy—facets deeply 
rooted in the Gongbi tradition. 

Future advancements in AI art generation must there-
fore move beyond stylistic mimicry toward deeper mod-
eling of traditional artistic consciousness, integrating 
algorithmic precision with culturally attuned visual intel-
ligence. 

CONCLUSION 
This study systematically compared four mainstream 

AI image generation platforms—Leonardo.ai, Doubao, 
ChatGPT, and Artbreeder—from two perspectives: text-
to-image generation and image-to-image transforma-
tion. It aimed to evaluate the capability, mechanism, 
and limitations of these platforms in simulating the styl-
istic essence of traditional Chinese Gongbi painting. 
The findings reveal that although current AI platforms 
have made considerable progress in areas like color 
blending, visual style approximation, and shape recog-
nition, they still face significant limitations in achieving 
higher-level artistic expression and cultural representa-
tion. 

From the text-to-image generation perspective, most 
platforms produce results that resemble a visual collage 
based on extracted keywords rather than a deep un-
derstanding of the aesthetic logic underlying Gongbi 
painting. Critical features such as line quality, brush 
structure, and compositional rhythm remain elusive. 
Despite efforts to refine prompts for better output, exist-
ing models struggle to grasp and reproduce traditional 
Chinese art terms, aesthetic metaphors, and cultural 
subtleties. Even Doubao, which operates within a native 
Chinese semantic context, exhibits limitations in multi-
round semantic linkage and compositional control, re-
vealing broader issues in constructing multi-dimension-
al aesthetic frameworks through AI. 

In contrast, the image-to-image pathway offers a 
more promising route for AI to simulate Gongbi styles. 
Notably, Artbreeder demonstrates a degree of proficien-
cy in capturing stylistic consistency and atmospheric 
coherence, while ChatGPT shows strength in structural 
reconstruction and formal likeness. However, both plat-
forms fall short in replicating core aesthetic principles 
such as brushwork vitality (骨法用筆) and spiritual reso-
nance (氣韻生動), which are fundamental to Gongbi 
artistry. These gaps largely stem from the AI's reliance 
on visual statistics and algorithmic inference, lacking 
the embodied artistic intelligence that human creators 
employ through a synthesis of hand, eye, and mind. 

Overall, AI has shown considerable capability in mim-
icking surface-level visual elements, including color 
schemes, compositional structure, and general stylistic 
tone, suggesting its potential as an auxiliary tool. By 
inputting reference images or refining prompt descrip-
tions, creators can quickly generate visually appealing 
drafts, which is particularly useful in early-stage concep-
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tualization, stylistic exploration, and visual brainstorm-
ing. For students, illustrators, and curators needing 
rapid visual ideation, AI serves as an effective "inspira-
tion trigger." 

However, this generative ability remains superficial, 
limited to the manipulation of formal features such as 
shapes, hues, and spatial arrangements. It lacks the 
depth required for cultural interpretation, aesthetic rea-
soning, and emotional transmission—dimensions that 
define the artistic spirit of Gongbi painting. Gongbi is 
not merely about representation but about intention. It 
embodies sensitivity to nature, rational structuring, 
meticulous brushwork, and an overarching spiritual co-
herence. Current AI systems are not yet capable of 
modeling or expressing these non-verbal, non-formal-
ized dimensions of artistic experience. 

Moreover, while AI can mimic the appearance of tradi-
tional paintings, it bypasses the procedural rigor of 
artistic training, omitting the multi-layered development 
path of brushwork, modeling, composition, coloration, 
and spiritual refinement. This form of "shortcut genera-
tion" may satisfy visual output demands but weakens 
the value of skill cultivation and personal artistic growth. 
In other words, AI has yet to fulfill the role of art-making 
as a practice of self-cultivation. The resulting images, 
while visually polished, often lack emotional depth and 
a sense of lived vitality. 

To fully integrate AI into the domain of traditional artis-
tic practice, future research must move beyond algo-
rithmic imitation and engage with the deeper cognitive, 
emotional, and cultural layers of visual intelligence. 
Only through such integration can AI evolve from a tool 
of visual synthesis into a true collaborator in aesthetic 
creation. 
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