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ABSTRACT

Since the Wei and Jin Dynasties, official positions were classified as "pure" (Qing) or "turbid" (Zhuo).
The posts of Mishu Lang (Secretarial Court Gentleman) and Zhuzuo Lang (Editorial Court Gentle-
man), as the foremost qing positions, were highly contested among scions of elite clans as their
inaugural appointments. Beginning one's career through these "Mizhu" (i, abbreviation for Mishu
Lang (F4-5ER or A4 Mi shii jian) and Zhuzuo Lang (Editorial Gentleman, Z{EER Zht zuo léng),
prestigious scholarly positions in the imperial bureaucracy) roles not only signified the family's pres-
tige and social standing but also foreshadowed a flourishing official trajectory.

During the Liu Song and Southern Qi dynasties, a total of 38 individuals commenced their careers
as Mishu Lang, Zhuzuo Lang, or Zhuzuo Zuolang (Z{E{.El, Assistant Editorial Gentleman), all
hailing from eminent southern clans such as the Langye Wang Family (3R T [K, Wang's Family
from Langye) and Jiyang Jiang Family (5FFHYT X, Jiang Family from Jiyang) , concentrated within
13 prominent aristocratic families of the Southern Dynasties. Scions of these noble houses typically
began with Mizhu appointments, advanced through prestigious mid-level posts like Taizi Sheren
(Crown Prince's Attendant), and accumulated experience through frequent rotations—often includ-
ing provincial postings as grand administrators—before returning to the central court to assume key
offices, ultimately ascending to the highest echelons of power.

Under the influence of the menfa (aristocratic clan) system, while top-tier lineage status provided
considerable advantages for bureaucratic entry, individual talent and political ambition remained
pivotal in shaping one's official career.
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